
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 05 May, 2016, the Women’s Committee of Aleppo Compatriotic 
Charitable Organization hosted an event dedicated to the Ascension 
Day. 

The event was made a memorable day for its participants, filled with 
various stories, songs and games associated with the holiday. 

Ms. Zepyur Balabanian made a speech on behalf of the Committee. 

In addition, a special traditional draw was held during the event with 
warm wishes and advices for the participants. 

It is worth mentioning that the Ascension Day is one of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church movable holidays and is celebrated on the 40th day 
after Easter. “Ascension” means to rise. Ascension is the rise of Jesus 
into heaven in body and taking his place on the right side of the        
Father, which is the culmination of Christ’s earthly mission. 

Ascension Day in Aleppo CCO   
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On 06 May, 2016, the UNHCR Armenian Office held a workshop on a cash-based support. In      
particular, the workshop focused on the purpose, scope,     
justification and implementation phases of Cash-Based       
Interventions in the context of the work with refugees. 

A number of interested international and national                 
humanitarian organizations participated in the workshop. Its 
founding president Ani Balkhian, and Program Coordinator 
Hayasa Tahmazyan participated on behalf of Aleppo          
Compatriotic Charitable Organization. 

During the workshop the representatives of the participating 
institutions, held group discussions on emergency cash       

assistance and rental subsidy as a humanitarian aid, as well as main challenges of refugees who 
were victims of sexual and gender-based violence. 

This workshop served as a platform for the development and strengthening of cash transactions 
mechanisms, as well as for experience exchange and networking. 

On 13 May, 2016, the ACT Alliance executive body met with more than 175 representatives of   

Syrian community residing in Armenia, at Aleppo CCO. The meeting was initiated by the World 

Council of Churches Armenia Inter-Church Round Table Foundation. 

Round Table Foundation Executive Director Karen Nazaryan delivered a welcome speech and   

presented the aim of the meeting. Mr. 

Nazaryan highlighted the importance of 

consideration of the issues of Syrians 

settled in Armenia due to Syrian civil war, 

by the ACT Alliance confederation. 

Mrs. Ani Balkhian, Founding President of 

Aleppo CCO, also welcomed the          

ACT Alliance Executive Body met with Syrian community at  
Aleppo CCO   
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attendees. Expressing gratitude to the Executive Body 

of the international organization for their interest in the 

Syrians’ issues, Mrs. Balkhian emphasized the issues 

of vital importance for the community, in particular the 

housing problem. 

During the meeting, Syrian attendees had an           

opportunity to raise the issues they face in Armenia 

that require urgent solution. Housing and employment 

issues were particularly mentioned. The attendees addressed other questions to the ACT Alliance 

senior staff members, as well. 

The ACT Alliance General Secretary John Nduna welcomed the guests, thanked them for raising 

important issues, and thereby fostering more targeted solutions. 

In her turn, ACT Alliance Director Pauliina Parhiala expressed her shared concern about the       
community issues and mentioned that the Alliance works not only for providing assistance, but also 
for revealing the issues. 

On May 2016, the Aleppo Compatriotic Charitable     

Organization launched its new initiative – “Traditional 

carpet/rug weaving classes for women”. The initiative’s 

main goal is to help Syrian women develop their       

business skills, and improve their participation in the 

economy, as well as their social conditions. 

The project was funded by the Deutsche Gesellschaft 

für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH. 

Within the frames of the project, 28 women will acquire 
carpet/rug weaving skills. They will learn the distinctive 
features of the Armenian carpet weaving art, and will 
also develop their own creative abilities. 

 Carpet weaving classes for women launched at Aleppo CCO 
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On May 19-22, Aleppo Compatriotic Charitable Organization participated in the “Week of Economic 
Opportunities” forum organized by the Deutsche                
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
GmbH. 
Aleppo CCO was present with a separate pavilion, enabling 
individuals and organizations interested in the issues faced 
by the Syrian community to receive comprehensive             
information on charitable projects implemented by the          
Aleppo CCO. 
The four-day forum-exhibition aimed at introducing the        
available economic opportunities to the members of the     

Syrian community, as well as establishing and developing business ties and opportunities. 
More than 50 enterprises founded by Syrians, as well as state and international organizations had 
the opportunity to present their activities and projects supporting Syrians at the forum’s parallel    
exhibition. 

Activities of Aleppo CCO presented at “Week of Economic Opportunities” 

forum 
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Khatchig Mouradian visits Aleppo CCO 

On May 15, Aleppo Compatriotic Charitable 
Organization had the honor to host Khatchig 
Mouradian, the Program Coordinator of the 
Armenian Genocide Program at the Center for 
the Study of Genocide, Conflict Resolution, 
and Human Rights at Rutgers University. 
During the meeting, Aleppo CCO’s founding 
president Ani Balkhian presented               
comprehens ive  in fo rmat ion  about                 
organization’s activities and introduced the    

ongoing programs that aim at the establishment of the Syrian community in Armenia. 
Mr. Mouradian had the opportunity to visit  Aleppo CCO’s “Arevik-Armenia” Center for mentally and 
physically disabled Syrian children and adults and get thoroughly acquainted with the center’s       
activities on-site. 
Khatchig Mouradyan’s visit also coincided with Western Armenian language classes that take place 
at Aleppo CCO. Teachers and Syrian children participants of the classes had the chance to meet 
with Mr. Mouradian. 
Highly appreciating the efforts carried out by the Aleppo CCO in and outside of Armenia for the      
establishment of the Syrian community, Mr. Mouradian expressed his gratitude to the                    
representatives of the organization’s executive body and wished Aleppo CCO success in its pious 
cause. 
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 Participants of a youth exchange program hosted at Aleppo CCO 

On May 20, Aleppo Compatriotic Charitable 
Organization hosted the German participants 
of the “Watch Out! Discrimination” youth    
exchange program organized by the          
Social-Educational Center of the Shirak     
Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church  
and the Wilhelmshaven Adult Education 
School of Germany. 
 
During the meeting, representatives of    
Aleppo CCO, Hayasa Tahmazyan and 
Hakob Kazanjyan, introduced the activities of 

the organization to the German guests,     provided them with comprehensive information about the 
work accomplished by the Youth Council of the Aleppo CCO as well as answered to the questions 
raised by the guests. 
 
In addition, within the frames of the meeting, group discussions took place between the participants 
of the youth exchange program and Aleppo CCO’s Youth Council. 

Socio-psychological support to Syrian families 

Family, unity, power, joy, change, fatherland,           
encouragement, brother-sister, friendship, longing, 
peace – words expressed from the bottom of the 
heart. And this is how 38 Syrians described their     
feelings during their participation in the                     
socio-psychological support program launched on 
February 2015 as a result of collaboration between 
World Council of Churches Armenia Inter-Church 
Round Table Foundation and Aleppo Compatriotic 
Charitable Organization. 

On May 24th, the program’s last meeting took place a t 
Aleppo CCO’s center. Alla Sarkissova, representative of WCC Armenia Round Table Foundation    
responsible for the program, expressed her encouragement and gratitude, highly appreciating the 
importance of socio-psychological support in the lives of Syrians who went through war and found 
themselves in a difficult psychological situation. Mrs. Sarkissova highlighted the successful results 
achieved throughout the program, which fostered active involvement of Syrians in civil life of          



Armenia. Alla Sarkissova also expressed her gratitude to the Aleppo CCO for supporting the          
initiative and helping to bring the program to life. 

In her turn, representative of Aleppo CCO Hayasa Tahmazyan welcomed the guests and on behalf 
of the organization expressed her deep gratitude to the WCC Armenia Round Table Foundation for 
sparing no effort in providing support to Syrians who moved to Armenia. She also highlighted the 
role of psychologist Lusine Khandanyan for providing socio-psychological support to the              
participants of the program. 

Ms. Tahmazyan noted that being aware of the fact that most important areas of humanitarian       
assistance contain socio-psychological components which play an important role in the process of 
recovery of those who survived tragical events, and taking into consideration the results of the     
program, Aleppo CCO undertook to continue the program of free socio-psychological assistance for 
Syrians. And on June 3, at 16:00, the next meeting of socio-psychological assistance will take place 
at Aleppo CCO’s center. 

On May 25, the Armenian Red Cross Society            
organized an informative meeting on “Labor Law”, 
“Regulation of Labor Relations in Armenia” and 
“Intellectual property protection in Armenia” for people 
displaced from Syria at Aleppo CCO’s center in the 
frames of “Improvement of refugee acceptance in     
Armenia and fostering of integration of persons of   
concern” program financed by the UNHCR. 

The meeting was opened with welcoming speeches 
by Aleppo CCO representative Hayasa Tahmazyan 
and Armenian Red Cross Society representative 
Hasmik Khachatryan. 

ARCS representatives Hasmik Khachatryan and Nare Harutyunyan introduced the Syrian -
Armenian participants of the informative meeting to the programs promoting refugees’ labor law 
and labor integration in Armenia. In his turn, Mickael Piliposyan, head of the Legal department of 
the Confederation of the Trade Unions of Armenia, introduced the regulation of the labor relations 
in Armenia and shared knowledge on labor rights protection. Another speaker, expert Marine        
Fidanyan introduced the protection of intellectual property in Armenia. 

Syrian Armenian participants of the informative meeting had the opportunity to address their     
questions to the speakers and receive relevant information on issues of interest.  

Meeting on Labor Law and Protection of Intellectual Property 

 at Aleppo CCO 
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Syrian-Armenians: Hundreds Request Help to Leave Aleppo 
for Armenia 

The breakdown of the most recent Geneva peace talks on 
Syria, also known as Geneva III, ended the International 
Syria Support Group (ISSG) sponsored ‘cessation of      
hostilities,’ prompting a new wave of destruction in Syria. 
 At least three Armenians have been killed in Aleppo, and 
several others have been wounded since the resumption of 
hostilities on April 19.  Since then, more than 200            
Armenians have sought to be resettled from Aleppo to    
Yerevan, according to the Aleppo Compatriotic Charitable 
Organization (ACCO). 

In April 2015, following the heavy bombardment of the 
Christian neighborhoods in Aleppo, hundreds of Syrian-
Armenians requested financial assistance from the ACCO 

to assist in leaving Aleppo for Yerevan.  Consequently, the ACCO launched the ‘Save a Life’ initiative and 
began supporting Armenians to leave Syria, primarily Aleppo, for Armenia. 

“For the last five years, Armenian leaders in Syria and the diaspora have called for the preservation of the 
Armenian community in Syria,” said Talar Tcholakian, board member of the ACCO in the U.S.  “But the time 
has come for all to realize that the best place to preserve the Syrian-Armenian community is in Armenia.” 

Since March 2011, more than 50,000 Syrian-Armenians have become refugees in Lebanon, Armenia,       
Canada, Europe and beyond, while nearly 20,000 individuals are Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). 
 Moreover, at least 200 Armenians have been killed during the conflict, and more than a hundred others have 
been kidnapped, detained, tortured, and/or disappeared. 

The ACCO, since its creation in 2013 in Armenia, has supported Syrians of all ethno-sectarian backgrounds, 
including 6,000 Syrian-Armenians in Armenia through its ongoing humanitarian                                             
relief, integration, educational and cultural projects and initiatives. 

Through the ‘Save a Life’ initiative, the ACCO has rescued more than 208 Syrian-Armenians by relocating 
them to Armenia. 

The ACCO urges the global Armenian community to join its life-saving mission by donating to the ‘Save a 
Life’ initiative to help remove Syrian-Armenians to safety in the motherland.  The cost of saving one Armenian 
life is approximately $500, which includes: 

 Ground transportation from Aleppo to Beirut; 

 Exit visa to leave Syria and enter Lebanon; 

 Transportation from the Lebanese border to Beirut International Airport; 

 Flight from Beirut to Armenia; 

 Transportation from Zvartnots Airport to Yerevan. 

“Once again, life in Aleppo has become unbearable,” said Carmen Gulbenkian, board member of the ACCO 
in the U.S.  “We need to act now and save as many Syrian-Armenian lives as we can!” 

http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/cause/1527/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/adopt-a-family/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/adopt-a-family/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/syrian-youth-for-better-future-in-armenia/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/arabic-club/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/felting-classes-for-syrian-armenian-women/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/cause/1527/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/donate/online-transfer/
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“Save a Life” humanitarian 

campaign, aimed at providing      

support to Syrian Refugees, who   

escaped the war in Aleppo and 

moved to Lebanon, to obtain         

one-way ticket to travel to Armenia. 

In response to this large-scale       

humanitarian project initiated by 

Aleppo CCO, people worldwide    

continuously raise funds in support 

of Syrian Refugees. Since the       

beginning of the campaign, ACCO 

has successfully relocated around 

220 Syrian Refugees from Lebanon to Yerevan.  

“Adopt a Family”   project sets a platform for         

individual donors to get in touch with vulnerable Syrian 
Refugee families in       
Armenia through Aleppo 
CCO, to adopt and to 
provide monthly financial 
aid ranging from 100$ to 
200$ per month to cover 
their living expenses 
(utilities, food and etc.). 
The project strives to   
create primary adequate 
conditions for Syrian    
Refugees to contribute to 
their settlement and       

integration in Armenia. Currently, more than 60 Syrian 
families are adopted. are adopted.  

 Aleppo CCO’s on-going projects are as follows: 

 "Warm Winter"    

 “Arevik” Armenia Center  

 Host a Family 

 “Arabic Club”  

 “Arabic language teaching classes”  

 “Social psychological support for Syrian-Armenians”  

 “Social psychological support for Syrian-Armenian Youth” 

 Women Economic empowerment  (Felting, needlework, carpet/rug weaving, hairdressing and 

cooking classes). 

 “Syrian-Armenian Youth for Better Future in Armenia” 

http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/adopt-a-family/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/warm-winter/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/arevik-armenia-center/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/host-a-family/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/arabic-club/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/arabic-language-teaching-classes/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/social-psychological-support-for-syrian-armenians/
http://www.aleppo-ngo.org/projects/social-psychological-support-for-syrian-armenian-youth/

